Are they microcytes or macrocytes? Can we do a better job?
As an attempt to improve accuracy in the grading of microcytes and macrocytes, a custom reticle was developed and evaluated. The evaluation looked at grading accuracy, reproducibility, speed, and opinion. In this study, the reticle improved the grading accuracy and reproducibility of graders who were "poorer performers." The reticle offered no advantage to the speed of the evaluation. The opinion survey indicated improved confidence with the reticle, and most of the participants found the device useful. The improvement to "poorer performers" is sufficient to warrant use in actual practice.